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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

REGION VIII

I860 LINCOLN STREET

DENVER. COLORADO 8O2O3

June 13, 1978

U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY/STATE OF t-.,
PUBLIC NOTICE

PURPOSE OF PUBLIC NOTICE

THE PURPOSE OF THIS NOTICE IS TO STATE EPA'S INTENTION TO ISSUE A

I^IASTEIIATER DISCHARGE PERMIT UNDER THE AUTHORITY 0F THE CLEAN WATER ACT 0F
L977, AND THE INTENTION OF THE STATE OF UTAH TO CERTIFY COMPLIANCE OF THE

APPLICANT l^lITH APPLICABLE PROVISIONS OF THE AFORESAID ACT.

IT IS EPA'S INTENTION TO ISSUE A PERMIT TO ONE (1) iNDUSTRiAL DISCHARGER

iN THE STATE OF IJIAH.

APPLICANT iNFORMATION

APPLICANT NAME: ATLAS MINEMLS
ATLAS CORPOMTION

llll"Il!!--'
MAILING ADDRESS: 2506 PRUDENTIAL PLAZA

1O5O 17TH STREET
DENVER, COLORADO 80265

BIG INDIAN MINES
MOAB, UTAH 84532

303+534-8187

ur-0023256

UTAH

tl
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FACILITY LOCATION:

TELEPHONE NUMBER:

APPLICATION NUMBER:

The facility proposed by Atlas Minerals consists of an underground
uranium and vanadjum mining operation which will produce 100 to 200 tons of
ore per day. The m'ine discharge wi'|1 average around $+gQlgaUqns per day
with'a Total Disso'lved Solids ]eve'l of 500 to 1'000 mg/l . The mine water
will be treated in three clay lined ponds with the addition of barium chloride
for the rernoval of Radiun226. The facility has been determined to be a new

source and an environmenta'l assessment has been prepared. The NEPA require-
ments for this new source w'i'll be handled concurrently wjth the NPDES permit
process.
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The discharge wi1'l flow to Bear Trap Canyon (classified Class "C"),
a tributary to the Colorado River.

Class "C" waters are defined as being suitable for domestic supplies
which are treated by coagulation, sedimentation, filtration and disinfection.
These waters shall be suitable without treatment for aesthetics, irrigation,
stock watering, propagation of fish, other aquatic'life and wild'life,
recreation (except swr'nming) and jndustrial suppi ies.

The effluent'limitations in this permit have been based on the fo1'lowing
cri teri a:

(1) Proposed New Source Performance Standards for Subpart E -
Uranium, Radium, and Vanadium 0res Subcategory (Federal
Register, Yolume 40, No. 215, Novenber 5,1975, page 51745)'
along with current Regional evaluation of New Source Perform-
ance for Uranium Mining;

(2) Utah t^later Quality Standards and Eff'luent Limitations; and,

(3) Salinjty controls in the Colorado River Basin States.

EPA/STATE TENTATIVE DETERMIUTIONS

Tentative determinations have been made by the EPA staff in cooperation
with the State of Utah relative to eff'luent limitations and other conditions
to be imposed on the permit. These limitations and condit'ions will assure
that State Water Quality Standards and applicabie provisjons of the Clean
Water Act wi1l be protected. The recommended expiration date for the permit
is December 31, 1982.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Public corments are invited anytime prior to July 13, 1978. Comments
may be directed to the U.S. Environmenta'l Protection Agency, Region VIII,
Enforcement Division, Permits Administration and Compiiance Branch, 1860
Linco]n Street, Denver, Co]orado 80295. All connents received prior to July
13, 1978, will be considered in the forrnu'lation of final determinations to
be imposed on the permit.

If no objections are received within the specified thirty-day period,
the Regional Administrator, EPA, wi'll issue final determinations w'ithin
sixty days of the date of this notice. A public hearing wi'll be held if
response to this notice indicates significant public interest.

FURTHER INFORMATION

Additional information may be obtained upon request by ca'lling
303+837-4901, or by writing to the aforementioned address.

The complete application, fina'l permit, and related documents are
available for reyiew and reproduction at the aforementioned address.

Public Notice Number: UT-78-004
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